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 This community centre is run by the 
local Baptist church. It started in 2014 
and now serves the needs of 175 
refugee families who live in the local 
community, providing basic 
education and distributing food 
parcels, cleaning materials and 
hygiene kits to families in need.  
In a country where the scale of the 
refugee crisis is beyond the 
government’s capacity to cope, the 
Ardeh Community Resource Centre is 
a holistic Christian ministry which 
meets a vital need.  It is currently 
providing 210 children each week 
with basic literacy training in French, 
Arabic and English. This gives them 
the grounding they require to 
progress into mainstream education 
in a local school. It also organises 
social activities for the children, 
including film showings and 
playtimes. For children, of whom an 
estimated 80% have experienced the 
trauma associated with seeing an 
immediate family member or relative 
killed or wounded, this is a vital part 
of the ministry. 
 
 

 The project is led by MS, who is a 
member of the local Baptist church. As a 
young boy of 11 years during the 
Lebanese civil war, M was saved from 
certain death by a soldier of the UN 
peacekeeping force, a Palestinian 
Muslim. This experience began a process 
which changed his way of thinking, and 
with the arrival of thousands of Syrian 
Muslim refugees in Lebanon, he decided 
to give up his business and now gives 
himself fully to supporting refugee 
families in many different ways, including 
running this community centre which 
provides food, basic literacy training, and 
other social services to refugee families. 
M has a real heart for all the refugee 
families who are being supported by the 
resource centre, and gives himself 
sacrificially along with his team, to 
support them in whatever way he can.  
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